THE   PRESENT  DEVELOPMENT

better than sending a man to dig with a wooden
spade when we might give him an iron one. A
highly educated citizen will be the basis of the
Great State; for only from such material can come
a sufficient volume of demand for intelligent reform,
and only by the hands and brains of such people
will it be possible to produce all that wealth which
is necessary for a civilised life; at least, only by
efficient workers will it be possible to get this work
done without wearisome toil.

This improvement in education has already made
a definite advance during the last half-century; and
it is probably the cause of the increasing insistence
of the discontent analysed above. This advance
is produced not merely by the formal school; it is
being accomplished by our newspapers, by the vast
supplies of books, by every instrument which tells
the citizen, something about the world in which he
lives. It is useless for the conservative statesmen
(whether Tory or Liberal) to try to resent great
change if they allow the halfpenny paper and six-
penny novel and the shilling classic to exist; and
these agencies are already working for the Great
State. That is the first development which one can
claim to be going in the right direction.

Closely linked with the extension of information,
the widening of horizons, this improvement of men-
tal education, goes the improvement of the physical
health of the community, which again has only to
continue to develop on lines already laid down.
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